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came up from Portsmouth and said that really they ought to be
overhauled before leaving. " Not at all," said Fisher, " they
must leave to-night." And he said to me : " They only arrived
ten minutes too soon. The only real victory we've had at sea
yet. It doesn't want an expert to see that a tortoise can't catch
a hare, and that a hare has never yet been wounded by a tortoise
and won't be." Then the phrase about bloody experts. He
was evidently still feeling his shunt from the Admiralty. He
said: "I was the only one who objected to the Dardanelles
Expedition. Kitchener was in favour of it. He's dead. Won't
say anything about him. He got the Order of the Garter. I
got the Order of the Boot."
He said that in October, 1914, having carte blanche from Lloyd
George, he ordered 612 new vessels for the Navy. He didn't
think the German line would be broken in the West, and was in
favour of an invasion of Pomerania, only 82 miles from Berlin.
He said that this possibility was the only thing that had ever
made Frederick the Great afraid. He seemed to have developed
this scheme. He told some excellent stories with strong language.
They say he is like a boy. He absolutely is. He said: " I'm
told I shall live till I'm no. So I've plenty of time yet." He
gave me his favourite quotation:
Not heaven itself upon the past has power,
What has been has been, and I have had my hour.
They also say that he smacks more of the forecastle than of
the bridge. There is something in this, too.
Monday, October $h,
Clegg brought a Capt. B. (of his Battery) to lunch. Had been
out at Ypres ten months and then wounded hi the head, in front
of right ear. He carries a good scar. He talked well, and said
he should like to write if he could I told him he could.
He said the newspaper correspondents* descriptions of men
eager to go up over the parapet made him laugh. They never
were eager. He related how he had seen a whole company of
men extremely pale with apprehension and shaking so that they
could scarcely load their rifles. Then he said that men who
nevertheless did go over in that state were really brave. He
told us how his battery saw hundreds, thousands, of grey figures
coming along only 1,000 yards off, and every man thought he
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